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01 IMPORTANT NOTICES
FOUNDERS DAY 2023 IS  ONLY WEEKS AWAY.

“Founder’s Day is traditionally a very important day in the School 
calendar when members of the Old Boys community meet to 
remember those who founded the School and who have developed the 
School”.

On a hot, humid evening in 1861, Mr Alexander McArthur, Mayor of the 
town of D’Urban, made an entry into the Town Council Minute Book:

‘Among the first and most important matters brought before Council 
was the necessity of establishing a Grammar School’.

Five years later, on June 1, 1866, Durban High School was opened.
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02 THE MEMORIAL PAVILION 

“For all Old Boys who returned from the Second World War this 
Clubhouse is, and always will be, a memorial to their comrades who 
did not return. For the rest of us, it will have a wider conception, it 
will, as the wording engraved on the foundation stone indicates, be a 
memorial not only to those who fell for their country but also to those 
who returned, and to those Old Boys who served their country well in 
all walks of life.” – Leo Grice, Chairman of the DHS Memorial Trust, 
October 6, 1954.

Sadly, the original Clubhouse is no longer, but a new one has just been 
completed at DHS.

To become a member of The Memorial Pavilion, click on the link below:

https://docs.google.com/forms/u/0/d/1S6O44D8zioiYjzMu-
ucSKpTNDtdTbgs3TysQhhH1uGk/viewform?pli=1&pli=1&urp=gmail_
link&edit_requested=true

IMPORTANT NOTICES
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03 OLD BOYS’ NEWS
DHS OLD B OYS’  –  GAUTENG 

On Thursday, March 30, DHS Old Boys gathered at Pirates Club in 
Johannesburg. 

On an extremely enjoyable evening, Old Boys from different ‘vintages’, 
shared many stories and memories of their time at DHS. 

“Although much has changed, one thing has remained the same at 
Durban’s oldest school. DHS was known as School then, and almost 
157 years later, the Old Boys are still urged on by one simple word, 
SCHOOL.” – Stephen Saad (OB 1981).

Left to Right: Athabile Jojo (2003), Shaun Phillips 
(1992), Rupert Candy (1999) & Peter Raw (1988)

Left to Right:Russell Crawford (1981), Mark ‘Cotch’ 
Marais (1978) & Peter O Donoghue (1981)

Herman Venter (2003) & Keshal Sookha (2002)
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04 OLD BOYS’ NEWS
DHSOB CONTINUES HIS GENEROUS SUPPORT

Marc Young (OB 2004) began supporting and assisting Kamvelihle 
Fatyela (OB 2017) nine years ago. 

DBU had just acquired the cleaning contract at DHS and the school 
was on a mission to revive its fortunes. DBU offered two students 
fi nancial help with their fees – one being KV, Kamvelihle Fatyela, and 
the other Luyanda Ndabandaba. 

During their schooling Marc was always given their reports and he 
watched their sport (they were both rugby players). Marc’s relationship 
with them has gone beyond their time at DHS and he continues to 
support them today.

At the DHS wine auction back in 2017, Marc bought a magnum of red 
wine with a picture of the 1st XV and the team lineup on the back of 
the bottle. It was a famous win on Goldstones, the fi rst against College 
in many years, and Marc decided to keep it and give it to KV for his 
21st birthday for his exploits with the winning team. 

KV turned 21 during the Covid-19 pandemic and Marc was not able to 
present KV with the celebratory bottle. He is currently studying at the 
University of Fort Hare and captaining the rugby team.

KV was recently in Durban when Fort Hare University played against 
UKZN in a Varsity Cup match. The two men had an opportunity to 
meet at DHS and enjoyed a nostalgic tour of the School. Marc also 
presented KV with the magnum as a belated 21st birthday present.
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Left to Right: Grayson Heath (OB 1956), Aubrey Bidgood (OB 1947), Rob Young (OB 1958), Peter Nourse (OB 
1958), Maxi Stange (OB 1958), Ray Wartski (OB 1958) Allan Kelly (OB 1956) & Neil Oellermann (OB 1956)

05 OLD BOYS’ NEWS
OLD B OYS MORNING TEA AND SO CIAL GET-TO GETHER

On what has become a regular event, Old Boys from the 1940s and 
1950s vintage spent another wonderful and enjoyable morning at 
School.

What made this morning special was that they got to spend it in the 
newly built Memorial Pavilion overlooking the Main Field at DHS. 

The Old Boys again reminisced and shared stories about their days at 
DHS. 

A special Reunion and Luncheon is being planned during Founders 
Weekend on May 26 and 27.
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06 OLD BOYS’ NEWS
OLD B OYS SELECTED FOR PROVINCIAL U19 

On behalf of the DHS Old Boys’ community, we’d like to congratulate 
the following Old Boys on their selection for the Sharks U19 Squad:

Minenhle Ngcamu (OB 2022)
Connor Carson (OB 2022)
Zak Smith (OB 2022)
Tholithemba Sibisi (OB 2022)
Ntobeko Mhlongo (OB 2022).

Owen Morgenrood (OB 2022), 1st XV captain and Headboy has been 
selected for the Leopards U19 Team.

We are extremely proud of their achievements and look forward to 
watching their progress. Good luck for the upcoming fixtures.

Ntobeko Mhlongo

Left to Right: Minenhle Ngcamu,
Connor Carson
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06 OLD BOYS’ NEWS
OLD B OYS SELECTED FOR PROVINCIAL U19 

Zak Smith Tholithemba Sibisi

Left to Right: Owen Morgenrood,
Connor Carson
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On behalf of the DHS Old Boys, I would like to congratulate Daniel 
on his unbelievable performances, and we will continue to follow his 
progress with great interest.  

07 OLD BOYS’ NEWS
DANIEL BENNET T (OB 2022)  CONTINUES HIS WINNING 

STREAK ON THE GOLF COURSE.
1. The 22nd Dainfern National College Championship: 5th – 7th March.

Daniel started his WINNING RUN in March by ending up as the winner 
of the above Tournament – scoring: 74 + 65 + 67 = 206 which gave 
Daniel a narrow win by just one strike with a TEN under par Total.

2. The Nomads 2023 South African Boys U19 Strokeplay 
Championship: 27th – 29th March – Pecanwood Golf Club

Daniel made one WORLD record and four S.A. Records in 
WINNINGthis Tournament. He scored: A magnificent total of 254 - 
giving him a record-breaking score of 34 under par - and Daniel won 
by a record 21 strokes. 

The FOUR rounds were: 62 + 61 + 68 + 63 = 254 (34 under Par).
3. The Western Province Amateur Open Strokeplay Tournament: 19th 
April.

Daniel Bennett won his THIRD MAJOR golf tournament in the space of 
just a month. 

Daniel excelled again with four rounds of 67 + 67 + 69 + 66 = a 19 
under TOTAL of 269.
It is not often that you see a golfer score 8 successive rounds of golf in 
a row in the sixties!! A remarkable achievement, Daniel.

Playing at the Strand Golf Club, Daniel just managed to beat his fellow 
Protea teammate, Altin van der Merwe, by a single stroke. 
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08 A PIECE OF HISTORY 
THE INTRODUCTION OF THE HOUSE SYSTEM – APRIL 9 ,  1902

One of the most significant undertakings ever to take place at DHS 
was the introduction of the House System by Mr Belcher. The school 
was divided into four Houses, which were known under the names of 
respective Masters: Messrs. Belcher, Cradock, Yates, and Balance.

Mr Henochsberg donated the first ever House Trophy for Football, 
and the first ever House Match at DHS took place on April 9, 1902, 
between Yates and Craddock, with Cradock running out comfortable 
4-1 winners.
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09 A PIECE OF HISTORY 
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THE DHS SCHO OL MAGAZINE – 

APRIL 15,  1902
The first editor of the DHS Magazine was no other than Graham H. 
MacKeurtan. 

He wrote at the time:

“Interestingly there is one thing lacking, a thing that places a boy at 
disadvantage to his English brethren, and that is, he has no traditions 
to keep up, no ancient customs, or records to reverence. Of course, 
this must necessarily be so in a comparatively new country, for it has 
taken centuries to build up the glorious traditions of the English Public 
Schools. However, we can do our best to add our own small piece to 
that great work – THE BUILDING UP OF TRADITION.”
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10 A PIECE OF HISTORY 
THE 1ST RUGBY GAME – APRIL 16,  1910

Upon the arrival of Mr AS Langley at DHS, he immediately set about 
introducing the boys to rugby.

The first recorded game took place on Saturday, April 16, 1910, at the 
Lord’s Ground against Rovers RFC.
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11 A PIECE OF HISTORY 
DAVID FRIEDMAN RECALLS HIS TIME AT DHS – PART 4

I think the best teacher I encountered was Glynn “Spike “Jones 
who taught me Maths and Advanced Maths. (The nickname Spike 
will probably be meaningless to most of your readers. Spike Jones 
and his City Slickers were a very well-known comedy band, making 
sounds from all kinds of peculiar objects and who achieved stardom 
both on stage and in movies during the 1940s. I would commend 
his rendition of Cocktails for Two, which you can find on YouTube. 
It is brilliant, even today). It is difficult for me to put my finger on 
any single attribute that made Spike such a wonderful teacher. He 
simply had it all.

Spike was a one-time hockey Springbok.

My favorite teacher was Alex “Teddy “Beare who taught both English 
and History but, in my case, he taught me only History. Teddy was 
just a lovely person, always with a twinkle in his eye and a very 
warm personality. He kindled in me a love of History by injecting into 
the events of the past an understanding of so much of the present.

Other teachers of my time were Norman Lucas (Science with whom 
I maintained contact for many years) , Cyril “ Granny “ Harcourt 
(Geography - he never taught me but later became Chief Inspector 
of Schools and our paths crossed on many occasions – a most 
charming gentleman), Bill Douglas (English – great guy and also 
a very accomplished first division cricketer), Geoff Chater, Howard 
Akitt, Edward Quirk (music), Albert Crewe (science and he also ran 
cadets),? Noble (science) and ? Oellermann (German).

Pictured above: David Firedman
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Upcoming Old Boys Events 
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SCHOOL NEWS 
For all the School news click on the link below which will give you access to all 

the editions of THE HERALD.

https://www.durbanhighschool.co.za/newsletters/
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